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What are people getting wrong?



How are people understanding their world?
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Madison/Milwaukee vs.“outstate”

power emanates out from Madison, not the reverse
Madison/Milwaukee is the resource suck

lack of respect and understanding of 
small town Wisconsinites



rural consciousness

identity as rural person, 
perception of distributive injustice

-decision making power in the cities-
-resources go to the cities-

-rural areas ignored and disrespected-



resentment



cities and city people



elites



Democrats



racial and ethnic minorities



fertile ground for divisive messages

our hard-earned taxpayer dollars 
are going to people who do not deserve them

they do not work as hard as we do



fertile ground for divisive messages

our communities, our standard of living 
have been taken away

our status is threatened



fertile ground for a call for rapid, 
massive change in government

government is urban
government is run by people who ignore and 

disrespect us
government is not working for us



these views were in place 
before the Great Recession



Wisconsin was a bellweather state





fertile ground for a call for rapid, 
massive change in government

Drain The Swamp

Lock Her Up



Trump revealed the undertow of the 
politics of resentment

birtherism
Build That Wall

Muslim ban
transgender service ban



Make America Great Again



Source: New York Times



Source: Sean Trende, RealPolitics.com



Are their claims legitimate?



state aid per capita by percent rural



state tax revenue per capita



percentage return from state taxes paid 



median household income



percentage below poverty line



unemployment rate





Source: FCC 2015



economic anxiety?
or 

cultural anxiety? 



Why so much attention on 
the white working class?



thank you

KATHY CRAMER                UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON
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